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Treaty of London (1915)

Date: 1915
From: Encyclopedia of Historical Treaties and Alliances: From Ancient Times to the 1930s, vol. 1.

Treaty at a Glance

Completed
April 26, 1915, at London

Signatories
France, Russia, Great Britain, and Italy

Overview
By promising Italy certain territories at the expense of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, the Allies
enticed the Italians to join their cause and to declare war on Austria-Hungary on May 23, 1915.

Terms

The treaty promised that victory in the war would give Italy the Trentino, the South Tirol, Istria,
and one-third of Dalmatia-all possessions of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Italy would also enjoy
sovereignty over the Dodecanese Islands, which it already occupied, and a "just share" of the
Ottoman Empire, should that territory be partitioned as a result of the war. Finally, in the interests
of maintaining a balance of power, France and Britain pledged to compensate Italy for any gains
those two powers made at the expense of Germany's colonial holdings.

Treaty of London (1915)

France, Russia, Great Britain, and Italy

April 26, 1915

Agreement between France, Russia, Britain, and Italy (Treaty of London), 26 April 1915
ARTICLE 1

A military convention shall be immediately concluded between the General Staffs of France, Great
Britain, Italy and Russia. This convention shall settle the minimum number of military forces to be
employed by Russia against Austria-Hungary in order to prevent that Power from concentrating all
its strength against Italy, in the event of Russia deciding to direct her principal effort against
Germany.

This military convention shall settle question of armistices, which necessarily comes within the
scope of the Commanders-in-chief of the Armies.

ARTICLE 2

On her part, Italy undertakes to use her entire resources for the purpose of waging war jointly with
France, Great Britain and Russia against all their enemies.

ARTICLE 3

The French and British fleets shall render active and permanent assistance to Italy until such time
as the Austro-Hungarian fleet shall have been destroyed or until peace shall have been concluded.
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A naval convention shall be immediately concluded to this effect between France, Great Britain and
Italy.

ARTICLE 4

Under the Treaty of Peace, Italy shall obtain the Trentino, Cisalpine Tyrol with its geographical and
natural frontier (the Brenner frontier), as well as Trieste, the counties of Gorizia and Gradisca, all
Istria as far as the Quarnero and including Volosca and the Istrian islands of Cherso and Lussin, as
well as the small islands of Plavnik, Unie, Canidole, Palazzuoli, San Pietro di Nembi, Asi-nello,
Gruica, and the neighboring islets... [frontier details]

ARTICLE 5

Italy shall also be given the province of Dalmatia within its present administrative boundaries,
including to the north ... [frontier details]

NOTE: The following Adriatic territory shall be assigned by the four Allied Powers to Croatia, Serbia
and Montenegro:

In the Upper Adriatic, the whole coast from the bay of Volosca on the borders of Istria as far as the
northern frontier of Dalmatia, including the coast which is at present Hungarian and all the coast of
Croatia, with the port of Fiume and the small ports of Novi and Carlopago, as well as the islands of
Veglia, Pervichio, Gregorio, Goli and Arbe. And, in the Lower Adriatic (in the region interesting
Serbia and Montenegro) the whole coast from Cape Planka as far as the River Drin, with the
important harbors of Spalato, Ragusa, Cattaro, Antivari, Dulcigno and St Jean de Medua and the
islands of Greater and Lesser Zirona, Bua, Solta, Brazza, Jaclian and Calamotta. The port of
Durazzo to be assigned to the independent Moslem State of Albania.

ARTICLE 6

Italy shall receive full sovereignty over Valona, the island of Saseno and surrounding territory of
sufficient extent to assure defence of these points ... [frontier details]

ARTICLE 7

Should Italy obtain the Trentino and Istria in accordance with the provisions of Article 4, together
with Dalmatia and the Adriatic islands within the limits specified in Article 5, and the Bay of Valona
(Article 6), and if the central portion of Albania is reserved for the establishment of a small
autonomous neutralized State, Italy shall not oppose the division of Northern and Southern Albania
between Montenegro, Serbia and Greece, should France, Great Britain and Russia so desire. The
coast from the southern boundary of the Italian territory of Valona (see Article 6) up to Cape Stylos
shall be neutralized.

Italy shall be charged with the representation of the State of Albania in its relations with foreign
Powers.

Italy agrees, moreover, to leave sufficient territory in any event to the east of Albania to ensure
the existence of a frontier line between Greece and Serbia to the west of Lake Ochrida.

ARTICLE 8

Italy shall receive entire sovereignty over the Dodecanese Islands which she is at present
occupying.

ARTICLE 9

Generally speaking, France, Great Britain and Russia recognize that Italy is interested in the
maintenance of the balance of power in the Mediterranean and that, in the event of the total or
partial partition of Turkey in Asia, she ought to obtain a just share of the Mediterranean region
adjacent to the province of Adalia, where Italy has already acquired rights and interests which
formed the subject of an Italo-British convention. The zone which shall eventually be allotted to
Italy shall be delimited, at the proper time, due account being taken of the existing interests of
France and Great Britain.

The interests of Italy shall also be taken into consideration in the event of the territorial integrity of
the Turkish Empire being maintained and of alterations being made in the zones of interest of the
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Powers.

If France, Great Britain and Russia occupy any territories in Turkey in Asia during the course of the
war, the Mediterranean region bordering on the Province of Adalia within the limits indicated above
shall be reserved to Italy, who shall be entitled to occupy it.

ARTICLE 10

All rights and privileges in Libya at present belonging to the Sultan by virtue of the Treaty of
Lausanne are transferred to Italy.

ARTICLE 11

Italy shall receive a share of any eventual war indemnity corresponding to her efforts and her
sacrifices.

ARTICLE 12

Italy declares that she associates herself in the declaration made by France, Great Britain and
Russia to the effect that Arabia and the Moslem Holy Places in Arabia shall be left under the
authority of an independent Moslem Power.

ARTICLE 13

In the event of France and Great Britain increasing their colonial territories in Africa at the expense
of Germany, those two Powers agree in principle that Italy may claim some equitable
compensation, particularly as regards the settlement in her favor of the questions relative to the
frontiers of the Italian colonies of Eritrea, Somaliland and Libya and the neighboring colonies
belonging to France and Great Britain.

ARTICLE 14

Great Britain undertakes to facilitate the immediate conclusion, under equitable conditions, of a
loan of at least £50,000,000, to be issued on the London market.

ARTICLE 15

France, Great Britain and Russia shall support such opposition as Italy may make to any proposal
in the direction of introducing a representative of the Holy See in any peace negotiations or
negotiations for the settlement of questions raised by the present war.

ARTICLE 16

The present arrangement shall be held secret. The adherence of Italy to the Declaration of the 5th
September 1914 shall alone be made public, immediately upon declaration of war by or against
Italy.

After having taken act of the foregoing memorandum the representatives of France, Great Britain
and Russia, duly authorized to that effect, have concluded the following agreement with the
representative of Italy, also duly authorized by his Government:

France, Great Britain and Russia give their full assent to the memorandum presented by the Italian
Government.

With reference to Articles 1, 2, and 3 of the memorandum which provide for military and naval
cooperation between the four Powers, Italy declares that she will take the field at the earliest
possible date and within a period not exceeding one month from the signature of these present...

In a declaration appended to the treaty, all four powers agreed, three of them for a second time,
not to make a separate peace with the Central Powers.
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